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Sir: 

Applicants are submitting the attached proprietary document entitled "Advanced 
Focus System Development Task, Proposal Submitted in response to Advanced 
Lithography SOL BAA 99-14, Silicon Valley Group, Inc., Lithography Division" 
(hereafter referred to as the "Proprietary Document) under MPEP § 724.02. The 
Proprietary Document is being submitted to ensure that Applicants meet their duty of 
disclosure under 37 CFR § 1.56. 

Applicants request that the Examiner indicate in the next Office Action, whether 
the Proprietary Document is or is not found to be important to a reasonable examiner in 
deciding whether to allow the application to issue as a patent, as is required by MPEP § 
724.04(a). If the Examiner finds that the Proprietary Document is not important to a 
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reasonable examiner in deciding whether to allow the application to issue as a patent, 
then Applicants ask that the Proprietary document be expunged. 

Applicants have redacted specific dollar amounts and names. Applicants have 
also redacted specific portions of the Proprietary Document that do not relate to the 
patent application at issue. 

The Applicants will retain a copy of the Proprietary Document for the term of any 
patent with regard to which the Proprietary Document is submitted. 

This Petition to Expunge is submitted by the party in interest who is submitting 
the Proprietary Document pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56. 

If the Examiner has any questions, or believes for any reason that personal 
communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to 
telephone the undersigned, or Donald J. Featherstone (Registration No. 33,876), at the 
number provided. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



Date: /AA^f ^o3 

1 100 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202)371-2600 



Edward W. Yee 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 47,294 
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